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them moderated their dogmatic feeling. In the same year Augustine had another public debate. He had endeavoured to arrange one with the Donatist bishop of Hippo, but without success; though he had urged the civil magistrate to put pressure on his rival, and had spoken with some warmth of the excesses of the Donatists. However, in 397 he was passing through a small town on his way to Cirta, and he heard that the Donatist bishop was at home. He at once went to the house and engaged the bishop, a quiet and tolerant old man of little ability, in a debate. Augustine stipulated for the presence of notaries as usual, but they seem to have been Donatists, and they refused to work. His own clerics then commenced to take down the debate, but a great crowd of idlers pressed in, and made so much noise with their comments and applause, that the debate has unfortunately lost the reward of immortality. Augustine afterwards wrote his version of the proceedings to his rival's congregation, and complained that Fortunius had falsified copies of some of the works they referred to.
In 398 Gildo was defeated, as I said, and the golden age of Donatism came to an end. By this time the Cascilianists were reduced to a pitiful
Rcilianists was now one of the chief rocks of offence. They held that the Catholic ' orders' were not valid, coming originally from a contaminated source—the traditor, Felix of Aptunga.vinegar from the pagan temple.'.
